
    

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

NEXEN TIRE ANNOUNCES VETERAN MARINE CPL STEVEN DIAZ AS RECIPIENT OF AMERICAN 
MUSCLE FOR AMERICAN HEROES NEXEN TIRE DODGE CHALLENGER R/T 

Diaz, Combat-Wounded Veteran of Operation Iraqi Freedom, Receives Vehicle Live on Fox and Friends 
Alongside Nexen Representatives and Purple Heart Foundation Leadership 

 

DIAMOND BAR, Calif., (Dec. 19, 2018) — Nexen Tire America, Inc., a worldwide leader in high-performance, 

passenger, SUV / light truck and winter tire technology, has announced Retired Marine Cpl. Steven Diaz is the 

recipient for the American Muscle for American Heroes Nexen Tire Dodge Challenger R/T. Nexen Tire 

partnered with the highly respected Purple Heart Foundation to help select a well-deserving Purple Heart 

recipient to receive a one-of-a-kind American muscle car, a custom-built 2018 Dodge Challenger R/T 392 Scat 

Pack. 

Diaz was selected by representatives from Nexen and the Purple Heart Foundation from thousands of 

nominations from across the country. Many of these submissions, which included incredible stories of heroism, 

patriotism and courage were posted to social media. The campaign was designed to honor a well-deserving 

veteran who was awarded the Purple Heart Medal after being wounded in combat – and to show gratitude for 

the safety and security provided to Americans by members of the Armed Forces. 

While searching for and clearing Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs) in Iraq in 2005, Diaz was severely 

wounded by an IED explosion. The force of the explosion and flying shrapnel caused several life-threatening 



injuries throughout his body including the loss of sight in his left eye. Today, Diaz suffers from the effects of 

Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI), Post Traumatic Stress (PTS) and a seizure disorder. Dedicated to helping other 

veterans suffering from similar injuries, Diaz co-founded Hidden Wounds, an organization that helps “heroes 

battle the invisible war at home.” He is currently serving as the organization’s chief operating officer and 

Project Josiah program manager. 

“I am extremely honored to be selected by Nexen Tire and the Purple Heart Foundation as the recipient of the 

Nexen Tire Dodge Challenger R/T. This is an incredible vehicle and program that has helped bring important 

attention to the thousands of combat-wounded veterans across the country who are still suffering from the 

effects of their injuries,” said Diaz. “I would like to thank Nexen Tire, the Purple Heart organizations and 

everyone else who came together to make this possible, and I am looking forward to using the Challenger to 

continue helping my fellow wounded veterans.”  

“The American Muscle for American Heroes program has been a tremendous platform to help raise awareness 

for combat wounded veterans and the Purple Heart Foundation,” said Kyle Roberts, senior director of 

marketing for Nexen Tire America. “I would like to congratulate Steven for being named the recipient of the 

Nexen Tire Dodge Challenger R/T and thank him for his incredible sacrifice while serving our nation. These 

partnerships help companies like Nexen Tire show their immense gratitude for our men and women in 

uniform.” 

“Our thanks go out to Nexen Tire for this opportunity to serve a combat wounded veteran,” said Douglas 

Greenlaw, National Commander for The Military Order of the Purple Heart, USA. “This vehicle donation is what 

the Military Order of the Purple Heart is all about – helping our country's veterans in any way we can. This will 

be a life changing event for Purple Heart recipient, Marine Cpl. Steven Diaz." 

Helping make this possible, Nexen Tire also partnered with several other leading automotive aftermarket 

companies to help transform the Dodge Challenger R/T into a muscle car fit for an American hero. The 

company enlisted the help of renowned car-builder Kenny Pfitzer of Zero to 60 Designs to lead the charge on 

the custom modifications, which include Nexen Roadian HP Street Sport all-season radial tires.  

For all media inquiries, please contact nexen@godriven360.com. 

About Purple Heart Foundation: 

Chartered in 1957, the Military Order of the Purple Heart Service Foundation is the fundraising engine of the 

Military Order of the Purple Heart of the U.S.A., Inc., a Congressionally chartered Veterans Service 

Organization. The Mission of the Purple Heart Foundation is to holistically enhance the quality of life of all 

veterans and their families, providing them with direct service and fostering an environment of camaraderie 

and goodwill among combat wounded veterans. For more information on the Purple Heart Foundation, visit its 

website at https://purpleheartfoundation.org.  

About Nexen Tire: 



Inspired by Nexen’s global family of drivers to engineer superior performing tires – from championship-winning 

Formula DRIFT drivers, rock-climbing off-road enthusiasts to everyday commuters – Nexen Tire utilizes 

proprietary technology and the highest quality standards in the industry to guarantee world-class products 

backed by unrivaled customer support for the life of each tire. As a worldwide leader in high-performance, 

passenger, SUV / light truck and winter offerings, the company is second-to-none in research, development 

and state-of-the-art manufacturing. And as part of a select group of tire manufacturers worldwide that are 

specified as standard fitment on original equipment vehicles, Nexen delivers premium products at a sensible 

price. Find out more about how Nexen has your back at nexentireusa.com – and join us on Facebook, 

Instagram and Twitter. #WeGotYou #NexenTire #NexenRacing 
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